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1 825. HENRY VA1T DYKE JOHNS
Henry Van Dyke Johns, clergyman, was horn in New Cast le ,  D e l . ,  Oct. 13 
1803, son of  Kensey Johns, chance l lo r  o f  Delaware, and a descendant ( t h i r d  * 
generation) o f  nichard Johns, who emigrated from Wales and s e t t l e d  in  C a lv e r t  
county, Hd., 1671, and who became “ a man o f  much in f luence  f o r  good in the 
p rov ince . ’1 His c o l l e g i a t e  education commenced at Pr inceton  and was concluded 
Union C o l lege ,  Schenectady, in 1823. His th e o lo g i c a l  s tudies were p ro s e !^  
cuted at the General t h e o lo g i c a l  seminary, N. Y . , and he was admitted to the 
diacon ate by the venerated Bishop White in Emmanuel church, New Cast le ,  Del 
1 8 2 6 ,  and was ordained p r i e s t  by Bishop Chase in St. John*s church, Washing! ’ 
*D. C. Although assigned to the ve ss e l  that was to convey General L a f -  
oyet te  a f t e r  h is  l a s t  v i s i t  to the United States back to France, he dec l in ed  
V chaplaincy in the U. S. navy, p r e f e r r in g  to  organ ize h is  f i r ^ t  pa ro ch ia l  
charge in the c i t y  o f  Washington. In an unfurnished h a l l  w ith  a rude pine 
table as h is  p u lp i t  he l a id  the foundation f o r  what i s  nov; T r in i t y  church 
Washington, D. C. Thence he removed su ccess ive ly  to Balt imore,  to  F reder ick  
Ud., to C inc innat i ,  and f i n a l l y  returned to Balt imore as r e c to r  o f  C h r is t  * 
church, to which he m in is tered  u n t i l  the o rgan iza t ion  o f  Emmanuel church ir, 
J9 5 4 , in the se rv ice  o f  which last-named church he d ied .  Dr. Johns possessed 
remarkable power and po ise  o f  i n t e l l e c t .  His s t y l e  was s in gu la r ly  chaste* 
almost c l a s s i c ;  h is  language nol ished , t ransm it t ing  thought as through a c^er, 
c ry s ta l ,  'untinged and unre frac ted .  The rare g i f t  o f  saying e x a c t ly  what >QV'ar 
desired to say was a lso h is .  His m in is try  was eminently success fu l .  t 0' Vp 
c i t y  o f  Balt imore alone he l e f t ,  as the r e s u l t  o f  p a t ien t ,  p e rseve r in g  work6 
three churches f r e e  from debt, v i z :  Emmanuel church, Emmanual chapel, \nd  * 
Jr rnmer chapel, a l l  in f u l l  opera t ion .  At the time o f  h is  death Emmanuel 
church, one o f  the youngest in the d iocese ,  i s  seen from the jou rna l  o f  I r ^o 
to be the f i r s t  in number o f  communicants and with genera l  ev idences o f  r, 8 
ch ia l  p ro s p e r i t y .  Dr. Johns was married to L av in ia  Montgomery o f  Lancaste^0" 
pa. He died in 1859. The c le r g y  o f  a l l  the churches, inc lud ing the Roman 
Catholic ,  attended h is  funera l  as a mark o f  respect to h is  worth.
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